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NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE (HEARING PANEL) 
 

25 March 2021 
 

PRESENT: -  
 
N Poole, D Wells and L Yeadon 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was held at the Via MS Teams. 
 
346 DECLARATIONS OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS AND 

PERSONAL AND PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL (IF ANY). 
 
There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting. 
 

347 TO CONSIDER A PROPOSED CHANGE OF PROCEDURE. 
 
Resolved – It was agreed that a minor amendment be made to the 
procedure, with the councillor being written to following deliberation by the 
Hearings Panel. 
 

348 TO CONSIDER THE UNCONTESTED FINDINGS OF THE INVESTIGATING 
OFFICERS INTO AN ALLEGATION THAT A MEMBER OF GARTHORPE & 
FOCKERBY PARISH COUNCIL BREACHED THE COUNCIL'S CODE OF 
CONDUCT. 
 
The Hearings Panel followed the set procedure, with the minor exception 
agreed in minute 345 (above). 
 
Following submissions from the Investigating Officer, the Independent 
Person, and the councillor, the Hearings Panel retired to consider their 
conclusions and recommended steps. 
 
Resolved – (a) That the Hearings Panel request that the Monitoring Officer 
relay their strongly-held view that Cllr Smith’s conduct was unacceptable and 
should not, under any circumstances, be repeated, (b) that this letter also be 
forwarded to the Clerk of Garthorpe and Fockerby Parish Council, with a 
recommendation that this should be publicly notified to all members of the 
council. The letter should also be included and published within the agenda 
and papers of the council’s next public meeting, and made accessible to any 
member of the public, (c) that the Panel also strongly recommends that Cllr 
Smith formally write to each of the complainants apologising for their conduct 
via Democratic Services; and (d) the Panel desisted recommending that Cllr 
Smith attend relevant training, given their voluntary participation in the recent 
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training provided, but asked that the Monitoring Officer speak with Cllr Smith 
about this matter once they have had the opportunity to consider the contents 
of the letter.  
 

 
 


